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Greetings, Wy’east! 
 Wow!   Mother nature has interrupted the start of our third quarter 
this year.  By our school calendar, we are midway through the marking peri-
od, however, the weather has really made an impact on our instructional 
time.  We are keeping our quarter three calendar as is, but the school board 
has added five more days in June this year. Our final day of school for the 
18-19 school year will now be Tuesday, June 18, 2019.  Eighth grade Pro-
motion is currently scheduled to be Monday, June 17, 2019.  We are keep-
ing our Parent Teacher Conference dates the same for this quarter, but 
please note that teachers have had minimal opportunities for instruction and 
assessment with your child since this quarter began.  Please plan to join us 
for Parent Teacher Conferences this Thursday 3/14 and next Tuesday 3/19 
from 4:30-7:00pm in the Wy’east gyms. 

Along with conferences, we have several upcoming opportunities for 
parents to get involved. You are such an important part of our success.  On 
Wednesday 3/13 our counselor Ayme Hooper will host another Parent Tech-
nology Talk. The session will be in Spanish at 5:30pm and English at 
6:15pm.  There will be a Parent Teacher Organization meeting on Wednes-
day 3/20 at 6:30pm. This is open to all parents and food and drinks will be 
provided. On Thursday, April 11 at 5:30pm our Wy’east ExCEL program will 
be hosting a Parent Math Night.  We truly hope you can make it to these 
events. I also want to thank our Wy’east and HRCSD parents who are repre-
senting our school on the HRCSD Boundary Committee. They are volunteer-
ing a lot of time towards important work for the future of all of our learn-
ers.  Wy’east will be hosting an open house in early April to share the work 
and gather your feedback. Please watch for more details to come. 

Instructionally, we continue to work on meeting our school improve-
ment goals through our coordinated literacy efforts.  One way you can help 
with this at home is by encouraging your Wy’east learner to speak in com-
plete sentences when you are having conversations.  A great time to prac-
tice this would be after your middle schooler completes their 30 minutes of 
daily reading. Ask them questions about what they have read and have 
them respond in complete sentences in English or Spanish.  This emphasis 
really supports adolescents in building academic language skills that are im-
perative for success in high school and in life. 

Thank you for all that you do to help support 
your learners success at Wy’east.  Please contact us 
with any questions/concerns that you are experiencing. 
Let’s make it a great Quarter 3! 
Sarah Braman-Smith 

Excellence. 

Every student. 

Every day. 

3/13-Parent workshop 5:30-6:15 Spanish 

3/13 Parent workshop 6:15-7:00 English 

3/14 Parent/Teacher Conferences 4:30-7 

3/21 Spring Fling Dance 3:30-5:15 

3/25-3/29 NO SCHOOL-Spring Break 

4/2-4/5 6th Grade Outdoor School 

4/11 Author April Henry visit 

4/11 Parent Math Night 5:30 

4/12 End 3rd Quarter 

4/15 NO SCHOOL-Teacher Work Day 

4/18 Report Cards mailed home 

4/24 Parent workshop 7:45-8:30 English 

4/24 Parent workshop 4-4:30 Spanish 

5/21 6th Grade Band/Choir Concert 7:00 

5/23 7th/8th Grade Band/Choir Concert 

5/27 NO SCHOOL-Memorial Day 

6/17 8th Grade Promotion 6:00 

6/18 Last day of school 

Author visit 

On Wednesday, May 1st, 2019 from 6:30-8:00 p.m. in the HRMS 

auditorium we are inviting parents of elementary and middle school stu-

dents to a free parent education night: How to Confidently Manage Screen 

Time.  There will be head-sets available for Spanish Speaking families. 

Brent Emmons, HRMS principal, and Andrea Davis, a Hood River 

parent and creator of the website www.betterscreentime.com, will be shar-

ing resources and ideas to help parents navigate the world of technology 

with their kids. 

The discussion will include: 

 How screen time may affect your child's brain and mental health. 

 How to determine if your child or teen is ready for a cell phone. 

 Teaching your children to use technology as a tool. 

 How to create a family technology plan. 

We hope you can join us. 

Wy’east Middle School Building/Office Hours 

Monday 8:45-3:45 

Tuesday-Friday 7:45-3:45 

Please plan your morning drop off times accordingly.   

Whenever you are visiting Wy’east, please make the front office your first stop and check in with Catalina or Gabriela. 

Wy’east Middle School 6th Grade 

Outdoor School  is approaching 

quickly. We will be partnering with 

Multnomah ESD and Hood River 

Middle School to provide an excep-

tional Outdoor School experience 

this year.  All forms should be turned 

in to the office. We will be reaching 

out to families who have not yet 

completed paperwork. This is an 

amazing experience that you don’t 

want your child to miss.  Sixth grade 

families, make sure you have Wy’east 

Outdoor School marked on your 

calendar for April 2-April 5. It is less 

than a month away. 

We are excited to announce that 

author April Henry will be visiting 

our school on Thursday, April 

11th. She is a New York Times 

best-selling author of 23 mysteries 

and thrillers for teens and adults. 

April Henry’s Body in the Woods is 

a popular title on the Oregon Bat-

tle of the Books list this year. She 

is a local author living in Portland 

with her family. Her teen titles will 

be available to purchase at school 

through Waucoma Books for her 

book signing. We can’t wait to 

hear her speak about her writing!  

6th grade outdoor school 

Parent information 



Robotics  

SBAC Testing 

Parents, if you have a message for your student please call the office before 12 

ExCel 

ExCEL Clubs 
We just finished up our second semester at WyEast and in our ExCEL after school program. 

We had a great semester and lots of fun clubs going on. Ms. Kohner’s Adventure Club contin-

ues to be popular and this semester the students learned to unicycle and juggle. Cooking club 

served up some delicious and healthy treats including berry banana soy smoothies. Students 

exercised their artistic muscles in art class with Michelle. Jewelry making with Mrs. Archaga 

went well and students were proud of their creations. Maker Club has been learning to work 

with electricity and building robots. Drama club students are painting up a storm, preparing 

for their stage performance of Mulan. Health Media Club students took trips to the local radio sta-

tions to promote drug prevention in our community. Other clubs included skiing, music, and video club. 

Our most attended club continues to be Homework and Math club. We have 10+ volunteers who 

come on a weekly basis to work with students on their homework. They are our lifesavers! 

Strengthening Families 
Do you feel like sometimes you and your teen speak different languages? Why is communication so difficult with teenagers? How can 

you help your child be successful right now and in their future? These topics and many more will be covered in our Strengthening Fami-

lies program on Thursday nights. It starts on February 7 and lasts for 7 weeks. Meeting time is 5:30-7:00. Dinner and childcare are pro-

vided. So please, bring your whole family along and get ready to learn how to be a superstar parent to your teenager. 

ExCEL rewards program 
This month we implemented a new rewards program to encourage students to set their own goals and work towards them on a daily 

basis. Students set 3 goals with an ExCEL staff member based upon areas they’d like to improve- grades, behavior, organization, etc. 

Here’s the breakdown of our prizes: 3 of 3 goals- Attend party and pick from prize box. 2 of 3 goals completed: attend party. 1 of 3 

goals completed: pick from prize box. Students set goals mid-January and worked hard to complete their goals by the end of the semes-

ter. We had popcorn, ice cream sandwiches and a movie “Harry and the Hendersons”. Please encourage your kids to participate in the 

rewards program in February. 

Seeking mountain bikes! 

In March, we will also be starting a bike repair class with the goal of using those bikes to go mountain biking in April and May.  If you 

have any broken or working bikes to donate, please let us know! 

Other tidbits of news: 

 Mark your calendar… Conferences are coming up on March 14th and March 19th 

 Pi day will also be on March 14th so come to the conference and have some fun with Pi activities. 

 Come build an outdoor stove with Mrs. Kohner on Mondays and Wednesdays. 

Students staying for after 

school activities must 

check in with Excel    

after school, until the  

activity starts.  Students 

are not allowed to be at 

Wy’east after school with-

out supervision.  

Once again, students at Wy’east will participate in the 

statewide assessments that students across Oregon take to 

measure their academic progress in the core subject areas of 

English Language Arts, Math, and Science. All students will 

take the Smarter Balance Assessment in the area of Math and 

English Language Arts and eighth graders will take the OAKS 

in the area of Science. In addition to these tests, English Lan-

guage Learners will take a mandatory ELPA test. 

How Can Parents Help their Kids? 

It is critical for our students and schools that families and stu-

dents take these tests seriously and be well prepared. Par-

ents, here are a few tips to help your student do their best on 

these tests. 

* Make sure your child is at school on the days they are test-

ed. Students who are absent during testing must later be 

pulled out of class to take the test. 

* Make sure your student gets plenty of sleep each night. It 

can be helpful to set a standard bedtime, so kids get a good 

night's sleep. 

* Talk to your child about the importance of doing his/her 

best and take these tests seriously. 

* A healthy breakfast is critical for good brain power. Make 

sure your child eats a good breakfast each morning. 

If you would like information about what to do to if you want 

your child to opt out, please stop by the school office. 

Thank you! 

Nate Parson 

541-354-1548  

Wy’east had an amazing Robotics season this year including 

having our very first FTC team. Every team that competed 

had a strong showing.   Congratulations to the entire 

Wy’east Robotics program especially our parent volunteers. 

You make this program happen. A special shout out to our 

FLL Pisces of LEGOs team whose 3rd place finish at state 

earned them an invitation to an international competition 

held this July in West Virgina.  Visit their GoFundMe page to 

make a donation to help them make this trip.  

Wy’East Middle School PTO Meeting 

Room 57 

Wednesday, March 20, 2019 6:30-7 pm 
Wy’East Parent Teacher Association meeting. Parents and Teachers are encouraged to attend. Our goals 

are to help advance student learning and community experience by providing additional resources and 

funding for field trips, events, speakers, equipment and community activities. 

Food and Drinks will be provided. 

Wy’east Middle School 
presents scenes from 

May 2 at 7pm, May 3 at 7pm,  

May 4 at 2pm and 7pm and May 5 at 2pm 

Admission: $3 student   $5 adult 

 Wy’east Middle School Phone Lines 

Listed are our Wy’east phone lines : 

Line 1:  Spanish -Excuse an Absence 

Line 2:  English -Excuse an Absence 

Line 3:  Direct line to Main Office 

* If you need to get a message out to your student or need them 

out of class by a certain time please dial line 3. 


